Respiratory syncytial virus infection in Syrian hamsters. II. Regulation of the immune response.
The dynamics of immune cell responsiveness in the process of development of primary and secondary immune responses after infection of adult Syrian hamsters with native respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) was studied. In primary immune response, the enhancement of functional responsiveness of lymphocytes to mitogens and the maximum level of their spontaneous proliferative activity were found to precede the optimal level of antibody synthesis. Regulation of the dynamics of immunogenesis after reinfection of animals showed typical features of the secondary immune response.